Lesson Evaluation
Wonderland Project L6

A very adventurous lesson, but the pupils really enjoyed it. We only just finished the 3 experiments. I’d initially planned to do the ‘washing line’ experiment too, using the soluble polymer Helen Storey and Tony Ryan first looked at, but unfortunately we didn’t get time. I’d really like to do this another lesson.

Potential hiccups for others to be aware of- 

1. I couldn’t get my hands on the nappy polymer as a chemical (sodium polyacrylate) from the usual school chemical order companies, so the night before the lesson I bought a pack of nappies and cut into them to extract the polymer. This is very messy, and time-consuming, as the polymer is stuck to a layer of cotton wool.

2. The ‘how much water will a nappy hold?’ practical could have been a lesson in itself, as it absorbed 1550cm3 and counting! We had to give up and move on…

3. Once very full, the nappy is a water bomb waiting to go off. The slightest prod from a pencil/pen/naughty child’s fingernail will make it explode and send gel all over the place.

Despite all this, I would certainly do this lesson again, perhaps as a post-SATs year 9 investigation. It was seriously good fun.

